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Not so great

Â Many research ideas lost out
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Â We make things too complex

Â Not: things are too complex

Why?

Â Publishing/reviewing pushes us to complexity



Apologies, Caveats and Excuses

Talk is rather polemic in nature

é things are said a little crassly



P2P (Peer-to-Peer)

No (central) server

Easier to operate, maintain, scale, make 

more reliable é

Started as an application (file sharing)

Proposed as infrastructure for applications



Research on P2P

Concentrated on DHT (a beautiful concept)

Chord, Pastry, é

Applications: backup, streaming, é



The Problem with P2P

Little application other than illegal file sharing



Reality Check

If we have learned anything in the last 25 

years of distributed computing:

Distributed is harder than centralized

Must have compelling reason for it



Reasons for Distribution

You cannot handle it in one place
Â Performance ïcontrolled replication

Â Availability ïcontrolled replication


